
 
 

Breaking Policy News Expected Next Week 
Administration’s Budget Request and Health Care 

Report on Tap for Release 
 

May 19, 2017 
 
Amidst all of the breaking stories coming out of Washington, DC these days, we 
expect two major pieces of policy news from the White House and Capitol Hill that 
could potentially have significant implications for older adults and caregivers in every 
community. The Trump Administration will release their full FY 2018 budget request 
for federal programs, which could include significant threats for Older Americans Act 
and other aging programs. The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) is also expected to 
release its analysis of the recent House-passed American Health Care Act (AHCA), 
which will include projections as to how the AHCA, if enacted, could affect health care 
and Medicaid coverage for millions of older adults. 
 
n4a will have more analysis for members and advocates about how each of these 
federal policy updates could affect the programs and services that serve older adults 
and caregivers in your communities. In addition to this sneak-peak and next week’s 
in-depth analysis, we also invite you to join us next Friday, May 26 from Noon to 
1:00 p.m. ET for a webinar to review both the Administration’s budget proposal and 
next steps for health care reform.  
 
What We Expect in the Administration’s Budget Request 
 
After releasing a preliminary “skinny budget” in March, we expect that the Trump 
Administration’s full budget request to Congress will outline major shifts in federal 
funding priorities. The Administration is likely to stick to their overall goal of increasing 
defense programs by $54 billion by breaking current parity between non-defense 
(NDD) and defense discretionary programs, and slashing NDD programs by $54 billion 
overall.  
 
While we only currently have top-line agency numbers in the Trump’s FY 2018 budget 
that reflect deep cuts far below current budget caps, we expect to see details on 
exactly which programs the Administration will specifically target to achieve those 
deep cuts. Some sources have indicated that we will see a cut to overall 
Administration for Community Living funding, but we don’t know yet which ACL 
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programs—such as Older Americans Act or disability programs, for example—will be 
hit the hardest.  
 
We do anticipate, however, that the Administration will target some key programs for 
especially deep cuts or even elimination. Based on how the Administration approached 
the early “skinny” FY 2018 budget and the President’s FY 2017 requests, the hardest 
hit could include, but may not be limited to, the State Health Insurance Assistance 
Program (SHIP), OAA Title V Senior Community Services Employment Program 
(SCSEP) under the Department of Labor (DOL); Senior Corps under the Corporation 
for National Community Service (CNCS); the Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG); the Community Services Block Grant (CSBG); and the Low Income Home 
Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP). Cutting or eliminating any of these programs 
could have significant consequences for vulnerable older adults.  
 
We are also hearing that the budget request may outline major changes and cuts to 
mandatory (i.e., entitlement) programs including Medicaid, nutrition assistance 
programs and other income-based entitlement benefits. We don’t expect to see 
consequential cuts or changes to Medicare or Social Security, but these are only 
predictions at this point. 
 
It is important to remember that the Administration’s budget request, is simply that—
a request. Congress ultimately makes funding decisions, and there is word from 
Capitol Hill that many of the Administration’s proposals will be roundly rejected. 
However, advocacy and rapid response to the budget will be necessary. n4a will work 
diligently to update members and advocates about details from the Administration’s 
budget proposal and necessary advocacy next steps as soon as we have them. We will 
also offer members the opportunity to get their questions answered and to hear more 
from n4a staff on next Friday’s webinar.  
 
News on Health Care Reform 
 
As our recent Advocacy Alert detailed, earlier this month the House passed its plan to 
repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act (ACA) and completely restructure Medicaid 
without full analysis from the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) about the coverage 
implications and costs of the final bill.  
 
We expect the CBO to release their analysis about the narrowly approved American 
Health Care Act (AHCA) sometime early next week. Because some of the final changes 
included in the AHCA could affect the availability and cost of private insurance and 
Medicaid coverage, the final CBO report could substantially update previous estimates 
that the AHCA could jeopardize insurance coverage for up to 24 million people.  
 
The Senate is continuing to work on their version of an ACA repeal and replacement 
bill and lawmakers in that chamber have indicated that they are waiting for the CBO 
report before they consider the House-passed proposal. Again, n4a will have more 
updates as we have them.  
 
There is still much legislative work to be done before funding for FY 2018 and 
any health care reforms are finalized. Stay tuned for more information and 
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resources from n4a and join us next Friday, May 26 at Noon ET for a federal 
policy webinar to explore these important issues and necessary advocacy!   
---- 
This Legislative Update is an n4a membership benefit. For more information 
about these and other federal aging policy issues, please contact n4a’s policy team: 
Amy Gotwals (agotwals@n4a.org) and Autumn Campbell (acampbell@n4a.org), 
202.872.0888. 
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